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White House to Put Limits
o Army’s Secret Spy Unit

By ROBERT C. TOTH, Times Staff Wrier )

WASHINGTON—~The White
House, moving to close a gap in
control over U.S. intelligence activ-
ities, is about to impose operating
guidelines on a secret, 2-year-oid
Army intelligence-gathering unit

that the Army’s inspector ‘general -

says was monitored “insufficiently
closely” for the first year of its life.
Called Intelligence Support Ac-
tivity, the Army unit has conducted
operations in places such as Nicara-
gue and E! Salvador, Africa and

-Southeast Asia. It has worked for

almost a year without a legally
required presidential finding that
such an organization is necessary 1o
national security.

" The intelligence unit's operations.
coupled with questions about
whether the Federal Emergency
Management Agency has been col-
lecting intelligence on Americans,
have raised doubts about how ciose-

ly the naton’s various intelli-

gence-gathering organizations are

being supervised,

In particular, the inteliigence vnit

affair is raising questcns abou:
whether Director of Central Intelli-
gence William J. Casey’has been
‘minding the swre closely enough
over the last two vears.

The little-knewn federal man-
agement agency, which is responsi-
bie for conducting the government's
civil security program against ter-
rorism, sabotage and other civil
disorders, is not officially part of the
U.S. intelligence community and
thus is not under Casey's jurisdic-
tion, but Sen. Waiter D. Huddlesion

. {D-Ky.) has questioned whether it

may bhave engaged .in :domestc

spying.

Louis O. Gmffma who }-f-.*adc tha
agency, flatly denied that it qas
ever conducted such illegal opera-
uons. Huddleston refused 10.discuss

-
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© théunit! screatiorfromithe stard,
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thematter; -butit-isunderstood that he intends topursue
itfurther. . o= -
ﬂmese issues have emerged.agams the backgmund of
wadespread -CONCETns dn- Congress>that the Central
lmelhgence Agency's covert operations in support of
Nzearaguan msurgemskare-skirting the law.and that the
sn-AGministrationsis-blurring theiline; separa'tmg
theClA.and the FBlLon: coumenmelhgence acnvmes in
the United'States, V& Fnori. &,
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¥Casey - ‘throughtTa: -:.spokesman *refused -t0. answer,
gwéstions about-the Army's Intelligence Support -Activ-.
itv ‘anit, including<onesabout whether ne wa< aware. of
_iAdministration~officials jsaid thaL Casev dlrected the'
Abmy agencydoiundertake at least two of the 10 covert
missions Lhe unit Hasundertaken 10 date-But it remains

. uftiear -when: Yie” avas * personally -told :about “the

{arnation of “the-Aetivity,” as the unit i known to some

ofttrose whohavebeenassociated with it.

As paeced mgether‘fromdlstussxons w:th various U. 8

. government officials, the Intelligence Support Acmvm
* “wyas created in the wake of the abortive Iranian hostage
* rescue attempt in April, 1980. Military officers-particu-
1 darly in the Army, considered the ClA s support efforts
10 havebeenmaoequate A

- Some ClA agents in Iran at the time were Iranian
exiles sent back to gather intelligence. One complaint by

‘military officers was that 6ne of those agents could not

drive a jeep into Tehran to-check -out the-oceupied T.S.
Embassy and nearby helicopterlanding areas. -
But more “generally, -one official said, “the agency

. (ClA) people were preoccupied- with keeping their

cover and could not provide ‘equipment or information :
for the (rescue) operation.-Theyhad enough 1o do
covering their skins. The military' decided that they
needed ‘their.own.outfit ‘10 collect xmenxgence on areas
where they are asked to ﬁght : j
- Little tangible was done'in -'1980 however Although
several published ‘reports fraintaim~that the unit was
started in 1980, former Director-of“Central Intelligence

' Stansﬁeld ’I‘umer said last *week that the agency “did '
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not exist, as faras kngw,-dunng my ‘tenure.” Turner
headed central intelligence until January, 1981.
- Another former intelligence official from the Jimmy

Carter Administration sad, “This kind of unit had been _
discussed at the .Pentagon. ior a. long time, bul: no_

decision was made on it unul the Reagan Admxmstrauon
1ookover.”

o

Richard G. Stx]well a retired four-star Army general/

apparently picked up the issue in 1981 when he became
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